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Performance Notes:

After a search for a setting of the “O Nata Lux” text that would be accessible for a volunteer, ad
hoc church choir yielded no suitable results, this setting nearly brought itself into being to fill that
void. Simple yet profound, the easy-to-sing melody lines shouldn’t be over-worked or analyzed,
and the underlying chord structure gives clear homage to Morten Lauridsen’s setting of this text
that we would have been happier to sing had the choir been up to it.

The chant notation at the beginning is a simple reduction of the initial melody line, and can be
simply ignored, sung by a solo, sung by the choir in unison, or sung by the choir in unison with the
piano providing a low D (opening note of the score) pedal, refreshed at the pauses in the chant line.
If this is done, the final note of the chant should fall on the downbeat of measure 1.

If needed for pitch support, the piano can play the first chord of each measure in the a cappella sec-
tion (mm. 52-58).

O nata lux de lumine,
Jesu redemptor saeculi,
Dignave clemens supplicum
Laudes precesque sumere.

Qui carne quondam contegi
Dignatus es pro perditis,
Nos membra confer effici
Tui beati corporis.

O Light born of heavenly light
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
In mercy deign to receive
The prayers and praises of the suppliants.

You who once deigned to take on flesh
For the sake of all the lost
Grant us the gift of being made
Members of your blessed body.

Douglas Byler (b.1988) is a composer and real estate entrepreneur from the
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. He received a Bachelor of Music degree in
#l Composition from James Madison University in Harrisonburg, VA and a
| Master of Music in Composition from Westminster Choir College in

fil Princeton, NJ. His music has won several awards and has been performed
ll across the United States.
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